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Eden Architecture 
– Mike Archer 
 
Architectural technologist Mike Archer is very interested in buildings made from rammed earth. 
“Clay Dabbins” as they are known, are architecturally very significant in Cumbria, particularly on 
the Solway Coastal plain where they have been an important part of the local vernacular for 
several hundred years. This type of construction has very low embodied energy due to low 
transport costs, the fact that no electricity or heat is required during construction, and because 
manmade chemicals are not necessary for the process. Along with the intrinsic beauty of the 
designs, these characteristics are prompting a resurgence of enthusiasm for earth building 
techniques. 

At the Green Build Fortnight “Clay and Lime” event [see separate entry], Mike explained the 
history, structural properties, design possibilities and environmental benefits of rammed earth 
structures. He outlined his plans for a rammed earth house, which he has designed and obtained 
planning permission to build in Penruddock, nr Penrith. He also discussed the Building Regulation 
issues that have arisen from the use of non-modern construction techniques and materials.  

 
Mike is interested in forming a Cumbrian Earth Building Association, along the lines of the Devon 
Earth Building Association (DEBA - www.devonearthbuilding.com ). This would include 
professionals such as designers and structural engineers, local authority officers, builders and 
owners of local earth buildings. The purpose is to bring together and spread expertise for the 
benefit of existing and new clay buildings. 

Other information 

There are already many local earth building companies and organisations like DEBA. Now there 
are plans for a national organisation in England, to bring together and support earth build 
professionals from all over the country. 
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